
1

• A division of D. K. Lippy Construction Co. 

• Started this division in January of 2006

• Focused on providing barrier-free living through 
aging-in-place design and construction

•The CAPS 

designation 

is…

• A reliable way to identify 
professionals to modify your 
home

• Developed and administered 
by leading institutions
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WHO NEEDS MODIFICATIONS?

•Seniors wishing to Age in Place

•Those who are physically challenged

•Those who are “temporarily ill” perhaps

coming out of the hospital or rehab

• Those with a chronic illness

• “Special needs” population 

Universal Design Concepts

• Barrier Free

• Accessible

• Adaptable

• Visitable

The design of products and 

environments to be usable by 

all people, to the greatest 

extent possible, without the 

need for adaptation or 

specialized design.
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Barrier Free

Rooms, entrances and environments that are 

designed to minimize or eliminate barriers like steps, 

large steep grades or slopes, thresholds greater 

than 1/2”, and narrow, cluttered or restrictive 

passages. 

•No-threshold 

doors provide easy 

access from the 

outside and can be 

a more welcoming 

entrance. Design by McGowen Interiors, Inc.

Design by McGowen Interiors, Inc.



4



5



6



7



8



9



10



11



12



13

Accessible Design

Accessible Design complies with regulations or 

criteria that establish a minimum level of design 

necessary to accommodate persons with 

disabilities.

•32” wide doorways

•½” and ¼” thresholds

•Roll-in showers

•Ramps

•Grab bars
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Adaptability is a design concept  

developed to address problems of 

individual differences and changes 

in capability over time.

Thermostat and light switches can 

be reached by child, person in 

wheelchair, or ambulatory adult.

Adaptable Design

A stair lift can be installed on a 

temporary basis.

Adaptable Design
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• Visitable homes have:

• One zero-step entrance

• 32” clear passage be 

through all interior doors

• At least half bath on main 

floor

Visitable

Visitability is a 

minimum level of 

accessibility that will 

allow a person using 

a wheelchair basic 

access to the ground 

floor of a home.

Visitable
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Common barriers in a kitchen



52

Universal design solutions 
to common barriers

Design by McGowen Interiors, Inc.
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Design by McGowen Interiors, Inc.

Design by McGowen Interiors, Inc.
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Design by McGowen Interiors, Inc.

Design by McGowen Interiors, Inc.
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